within two hours of Kabul one may visit places
where the snows never melt, and within two
hours in another direction a region where snow
never falls.

Our first move, of course, when morning came, -
was to call at the newly established Afghan,
Foreign Office and pay our respects to his
Excellency Mohammed Vali Khan. The foreign
minister had just returned from a journey round
the world, undertaken in the hope that he might
be able to impress other nations with the increas-
ing importance of Afghanistan. It is in accord-
ance with the startling policy of the Amir that
his country shall no longer be looked upon as
an isolated Central Asian realm of fanatic tribes.

Mohammed Vali Khan received us cordially,
far more cordially than had his colleague the
previous afternoon. He informed us that the
Amir was at the summer palace about thirty
miles away in the mountains, but would receive
us in a few days. Meanwhile, his Excellency
added, we were at liberty to take in the sights of
Kabul. He also told us, through one of his
interpreters, that his journey had been a great
success and that he and his party had been par-
ticularly well received in France and Italy. But
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